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Abstract

There are three parts in this presentation:

1. A brief introduction to the U.S. Supreme Court is given, with particular emphasis on its composition. A surprising factis
that the number of Supreme Court Justices has not always been nine; indeed, it was never fixed as an odd number. At
various times, there were six, eight, and ten Justices.

2. A 5-4 Supreme Court vote in 2000 that selected George W. Bush as the next U.S. President is described in some detail. It
was a vote that would impact world politics and finances.

3. The Second Rehnquist Court (1994-2005) is chosen for a case study. This Court had the second longest reign in U.S.
history, and the longest in over 180 years. The following Mathematical Problem is discussed: “Construct a low-rank
approximation of the voting pattern that preserves the voting margins.”
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The Medium of Instruction: Cantonese
For enquires please contact Ms. Candy Li, 3411 5056.
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